A DEFENCE of the KI Nc, in Anſwer 
to what is commonly called His MA zsty's 


SPEECH. Lan, 


/ ” 
HETHER the Speech now printed; 
and pretended to be the King's, be the 
Production of my Lord Chancellor, ar 
of Secretary Townſhend, I c:nnot take 
upon me poſitively to determine. The 
Partizans of each of theſe great Mini- 
ſters claim the Honour of it, for theit 
ſeveral Patrons: The Debates run high; and the 
Quettion, W ho made the Niug's Speech? is now as warm- 


ly conteſted, as of late, /! ho were Yop's Parents? If 
nan obſcure Perſon 72 be allowed fo write his Opi- 
| ue 


nion in a Point of ſuch Delicacy and Importance, I 
believe my Lord Torn to be the Man; becauſe 1 
cannot but think my Lord Charicellor capable of wri- 
ting Senſe and Engliſh, neither of which hath been 
obſerved with any common Exactneſs throughout the 
whole Performance. I likewiſe ſuſpe& from a few 


heavy Strokes, and from a certain rueful Air that runs 


7 


* 


bs 


| 


: 


all along rhe Piece, that the Earl of Nottingh.un preſi- 
ded at the Penning of ir. 

How entertaining ſoever. this Speculation may be; 
at preſent our chief Concern is, to vindicate His M1- 

y from the Falſhoods, rhe Blunders, the Rancour, 
the unreaſonable and indectnt Infinuations, which the 
Contrivers of this Speech labour ro make Him prtro- 
nie; wherein there are ſo many Particulars dir:iy 
oppoũte to His Intereſt and Conſcietice, and Know- 
ledge of things, that it may bring His Underſtanding 
in Queſtion, to ſu p_ Him acquainted with what 
it contains: And 4 erein the Reflections upon the 


late QUEEN, and Her Adminiſtration, are ſc fre- 


ent and injurious, that no one can imagine the King 
to be guilty of them; all which will catily appear to 
any one that will but take the Pains to ex umi into 


the ſeveral Particulars; which begip in this manner. 
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(2) 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


This being the firſt Opportunity I have bad of meeting my 
People in yds 0g A very odd Beg pinnng truly, and 
I 


ſhews the Speech to be a 2 baretac'd Piece of For- 
g to introduce His Majeſty in His very firſt S = 
ro Hl Parliament, and = firſt Line of that 
peech, declaring a Fact which all See can 4 —— 
ald is ſo clumſy a Contrivance, I am aſtoniſh d at 
it, even tho I know whence it comes. What Like- 
lihood is there, that the King ſhould ſpeak thus, 
. — He cannot but md, that He had many 
rtunities before this, of meeting His People in | 
— — The laſt Parliament was under a ſhort 
tion when He landed; and it actually met the 
Day after His Coronation ; & cher if He had an bn- 4 
clination, there wanted not that, and ſeveral other 1 
ties for Him and His People to have met in #4 
Parliament long ago. The Reaſons He declin'd em- I 
bracing thoſe Opportunities, are not for us to pry in- 
to: People aſſign what Cauſes they think fit, tor the 2 
Actions of Princes, and for the moſt Part are widely, f 
miſtaken ; all that I aim at, is only to ſhew how im- In 
probable 1 it is, the King ſhould call this His firſt Op- ( 
ortunity, when it is notorious he had a great many le 
fore it. And yet, as improbable as it is, it is not ſa 
more ſo, than what He is pretended to ſay in the fol- 4 
lowing Words. be 
Since it pleaſed Almighty God to call Me to the Throne of of 
My Anceſtors, Which ſeems to take away from the th 
Merit of thoſe, who, in His Favour, * 4 ſer afide ca 
great Numbers of the next of the Blood-Royal, and tec 
who expected to have been complemented for the, pai 
Mark of Diſtinction which they have ſhewn Him; ſo the 
that as this Expreflion ſeems to ſup ſe a Right i in» ma 
depent on their Choice, it cannot be uppoſed to come We 
from Him who is ſo ſenfible of the contrary, but from or 
ſome who wiſh Him ill, and would hence infuſe into in 
People's Minds evil Impr-flions. coſt 
The Speech goes on: I moſt glad!y make uſe of it ta con 
thank My loving Subjefts for that Zeal pd Firmneſs which, Wa 
bath been eu n in Defence of the * Succc fei 
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ainſt all open and ſecret Praflices, Had theſe been 
His Majeſty's Words, He would have ſpecified the 
Practices, and Time when they happen d; tor He 
knows a random Reflection, thrown in this looſe un- 
certain manner, will never gain Credit in our Age of 
Ditfidence, or with wiſe Men: And really by what yet 
appears, theſe open Practices are very much in the 
AS: and even the ſecret Practices are ſo very ſecret, 
that I fear they will never be revealed, before the Day 
when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be encd, which can be 
no delightful Proſpe& to the Author of this Speech, 
and will then be too late to fix the Scandal hereby in- 
tended upon the late QUEEN and Her Miniſtry. 
Nor are the Words which come next, leſs extraor- 
And I ſhall never forget thoſe :ho have diſtingui- 
fred themſelves upon th Occaſion. No! What think 
You of forgetting all the Tories to a Man? Of the 
Affronts thrown upon the Archbiſhop of York, the 
Duke of Sbreusbury, the Earl of Angleſea, the Earl of 
Abbington, Sir Thomas Hanmer, with ſeveral others? Is 
there one of theſe who did not diſtinguiſh himſelf for, 
the Ililuſtrious Houſe ? or one, that hath had the leaſt 
Influence upon the Court Meaſures, or Intereſt at 
Court? And if this be not Forgetfulneſs, I am to 
learn what is. Neither could He with any Foundation 
ſay, as the Speech doth, that the late r 4 wi ey 
and _— ſuerported by this Nation, unleſs He hath 
been ſo ſtrangely mifinformed, that He knows nothing 
of the State and Temper of the Nation; which is 
the greateſt Reproach upon Him as a King, that He 
can poſſibly lye under. Whoever hath been acquain- 
ted with the Spirit of this Nation for theſe many Years 
paſt, muſt know, that by much the greater Part faw 
themſelves dup 'd and cozen'd by their Allies, infa- 
mouſly betra 1 and fold by their Countrymen, and 
were fick of having been the Aſſes of Europe for Nine 
or Ten Years, and that their Burthen ſtill encreaſed 
in Proportion to their Services: A Victory generally 
colt us dearer, than it did our Enemies whom we 
conquered : Fluſh'd, and drunk with Succeſs, we al- 
ways advanced whatever was ask'd ; voted, and paid 


(4) 


Augmentations upon Augmentations, until at laſt we 
were quire tired of new Taxes, real Vexations, and 
fruitleſs Victories. There were a few indeed fo wiſe in 
ever (ereration, as cheerſully to ſupport their Share of 
the War; but thoſe were only ſuch as paid nothing 
towards it, and got greatly by it, Gone and Stock- 
jobbers, or ſuch as expected to grow into Generals 
and Stock jobbers in time; Fellows who liv'd upon 
the Spoil of the Country, and every Year trick'd, or 
bully'd us into their Schemes. As tor all the ſober, 
koneſt Part of the Nation, they look'd upon it as a 
moſt uncomfortable, ruinous War, and were heartily 
glad ro get out of it at any rate. 

The latter Part of this Paragraph is pne of thoſe fins 
Stfokes which carries with it Ne Air of my Lord 


Nottingham's Pen. Put it is gh Concern | muſt tell you, 


that ſome Condrtions, even of this Peace, eſſential to the Se- 
curity and Trade of Great Pritain, are not yet duly exec u- 
ted ; and the Performance o whole may be look'd upon 
as frecarioms, wil we ſh! hade formed defenſroe Allian- 
ces 10 Guaraz!y the preſent Treati”s, Strip this of the 
Cloud and Jumble of Words wherein it is involved, 


and the Senſe is this: Our Peace is nat, and cannot 
be good, until we fhall have 2a new War. For, as to 


detenfive Alliances, they ſignify juſt nothing. No 
States ever did, or ever wil! think themſelves bound 
by ſuch Alliances, when it is not their Intereſt ; and 
when it is their Intcreſt, they defend each other with- 
out ſuch Alliances ; at leaft, if they do not, it is not 
for want of the Formality of Guarantees. 


Whar is ſaid of the PRETENDE R's reſiding | 


at Lorrein, and of His Threats, is ſo far beneath a 
Great and Magnanimous King, in full Poſſeſſion of 
the Power of three Kingdoms, and whoſe Courage is 
ſo highly extolled, that this alſo is a Proof, the Speech 
is none of K. George's: And beſides, what is it to His 
Majeſty, tho' the PRETENDER ſtill expects 
to reparr His ſormer Diſappointments ? But by the way 
I muſt obſerve, that this Phraſe is ſomething ſingular; 


| for altho' we ſay, to repair an old Houſe, or a broken 
Fortune, or, it may be, a rotten Conſtitution ; yet to 
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repair Diſappointments, I believe was never ſaid, but by 
the Authors of this Speech: The good Men, I 4 
are ſo intent upon Things, they have very little Re- 
gard to their Words. But yet this is no Excuſe for 
them; for ſince they will perſonate the —_ they 
ſhould do it a little decently, and with ſome Fropriety 
of Language. 

The Publick Debrs, ſays the Speech, are very great. 
That they are ſo is too true; and who, in the Name 
of God, run us thus in Debt? Was it not the 3 
by their deteſtable Wars and Counſels, by Projects 
and Mortgages, by Land Expeditions, and the Ne- 
gle ct of hee, by ſquandring Millions upon Mil- 
hons to gratify the inſatiable Avarice of the Duke ot 
Ma-lberouzh, to ſecure their own Power, and to fink 
the landed Intereſt? Nay, but the Debts are ſurprixingly 
increaſed, even ſince the Fatal Ceſſution of Arms. That 
is more than I know, or believe, even tho' the Pay- 
m.ent of the Hanover Troops has been a principal Arti- 
cle towards encreaſing them. However, ſuppoſe it 
Truth, it is no great — After the ation of 
Arms, the QUEEN thought it not ſeaſonable to 
disband Her Forces, before ſhe had fully eſtabliſhed 
a Peace; and, which was more than they deſerved, 
countenanced Her Allies in making Terms for them- 
ſelves, tince they would not come into Her Schemes. 
The Continuance of the Forces muſt of Courſe conti- 
nue their Pay, which could no otherwiſe be raiſed, 
than by taking up Money upon Intereſt, as had been 
the conſtant Pracłice during the whole War: So that, 


| as this muſt of Neceſſity have increaſed the Debts, 


rhere can be nothing ſurprizing in it. On the con- 
trary, it is ſurprizing, that this ſhould be c mplained 
of by thoſe who are highly incenſed, that our Ex- 
pences have not been twice greater than they were, as 
they muſt have been, if we had continued to act of- 
fentively longer: Nor are the Penmen of the Speech 
ignorant of this; but they only mentioned the Debts, 
to introduce the Fatal Ceſſation of Arms, as if one were 
the Conſequence of the other: And to reflect upon 


| the QUEEN for that Step of which She ſeem d 


(6) 
to be moſt fond : A Piece of Ingratitude which the 


King, who owes Her ſo much, could not have fallen 


into. To ſpeak o7 own Thoughts impartially, I wiſh | 


that Ceflation had not hap -n'd ; but yet I cannot 
bur think it was well judged then, and not to be con- 
demned now. For as things then ſtood, it ap 
to be abſolutely neceſſary towards a Peace: And tho 
the Obſtmacy of our Allies abroad, and the ſeditious 
Practices of tne hig gs at Home, have defeated ſome 
of the good Effects propoſed from it, yet that can be 
no jutt Objectien to it ; but they, 200 they alone are 
anſwerible for the Conſequences. As te the Great 
Han tutu at the Head of our Army, upon whom this 
ling ſeems obliquely to reflect, his Part in the Affair 
was io clearly that of an honeſt Eugliſbman, and good 
Subject, and Lover of his QUEEN and Country, 
that he may be perfectly at Eaſe, notwithſtanding all 
that my Lord Nottingham can ſay of the Fatal Ce{Jation 


of .1r ms. 


cannot ſufficiently admire at the next Cauſe of 


Complaint, which is, that ſome Ships had been kept iu 
Pay, when there was no Occaſion for it; or as the polite 
Speechers exprels it, ent continuing ſuch an Expence, I 
have often heard it objected, and by no ſmall Politi- 
ci»ns among the Whigos, that the For Miniſtry, by 
dicbinding too great Numbers of Forces, left the 
Kingdon. :.2ked, and expoſed to an Invaſion from the 
P REI DER: Now here is a Complaint of a 
uite different ture and Tendency ; for too man 
Ships have been kept in Pay, to the no ſmall Enercaſe 
of the Nation's Debts. So that at all Adventures, and 
in all Caſes, the Whigs are bent upon Clamour : 
Whether the late Miniſtry husbanded the Nation's 
Money, or put the Nation to Expence ; whether they 
kept Forces ſtanding, or thought fit they ſhould be 
disbanded, ſtill it is the ſame thing; all they did was 


wrong, horrid, execrable, and either openly or ſecretly 


intended to d. feat the rote tant Succeſſion. 
The two next Paragraphs may be paſs'd over with- 
out a Comment, becauſe they contain little in them, 


but that which is the Buſineſs of moſt Speeches from 


'd 
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the Throne, a Demand of Money, with ſome trinfient 
Ex ons of Concern for the Publick Credit. 

ut what follows, about the Branches of the Revenue | 
being mcu;nbred and alienated, | am at a Loſs to cam- 
prehend. They came clear to His Majefty's Hands, [ 
am confident, at leaſt the late Parliament thought them 
clear, except 35090 J. per Annum, which Her Majeſty, 
out of Her Gobdneſs, appropriated to pay a Debt of 
50000LU . due to Her Servants; and that they had 
made a Preſent for Life, to the King, of ſuch Funds 
as are communibus annts worth yJo0000 /. no deſpicabir 
Mantainance for the Honour and Dignity of the Cromn : 
And the leſs deſpicable, becauſr, as lam credibly 
informed, theſe Funds have been, and may be again 
worth one Million a Year, which when manag'd by 
fo thrifty and diſcreet an OEconomilt as our Gracious 
King, —_— * p the Ends Nan which they 
were ted, tho' they may not enti come up to 
His Deſerts. cats: , 4 

Yet, nevertheleſs, here is a new Demand for more 
Money, and back'd by a ſecond Demand for a Main- 
tainance for the Prince of Wales, and His many Children : 
And to encourage the Parliament to come ints the{- 
modeſt Propoſals, we are told it is or Happineſ*, as it 
is the King's, that there is a Prince of Hals; and 
therefore; that it is but reaſonable we ſhould pay for 
aur Happineſs. So I think in my Conſcience, and do 
believe moſt of us ſhall live to pay for this Happineſs 
as cheerfully, and with as much Affection as His Majeſty 
can bave reaſon to hope for ts. 

All I have to obje& againſt the Paragraph, as not 
being authentick, is, that it cannot enter into my Ima- 
gination, that the King would call the Prince of 1alcs's 
Children the beſt and moſt valuable Pledges ff His Majc- 
ſty's Care and Concern for out Proſperity. For beſides 
that the Expreſſion is pedantick, and confuſed, the 


Thing expreſs'd is highly improper. 


His * hath pledged His Faith, His Care and 
Concern for us, by Oath, and at the Altar, which 
from ſo juſt and pious a Prince, muſt be thought a 
Letter, and more valuable Aſſurance, than Fifty of 


(8) 
the Prince of Wales's Children; unleſs perhaps you 
will ſay, the King hath a greater Regard for the Chil- 
dren of the Prince of Wales, than for His own Royal 
Word and Oath ; which is improbable to the laſt De- 
„and is ſeditious in any one to aſſert, or inſinuate. 

This muſt occaſion, ſays the Speech, an Expence td 
which the Nation has not of many Years been accuſtomed, 
No Diſpute to be made of it, and at the ſame rate 
there may every Day be new Occafions for ſuch new 
and extraordinary Expences, not before known in 
ow Kingdoms ; and yet ſuch as we muſt provide 

r. 

And this, as the Speech very humbly expreſſeth it, 
ſurely no Man will — * ded * * in His 

jeſty's Name the Word grudze. This may co 
properly enough out of the Mouth of ſome Stroller 
who begs from Door to Door for a Farthing, or & 
Meſs of Porridge ; but for a Mighty Prince, King of 
Great-Britain, France and Ireland; EleQtor of Brunſiricl 
Lunenberg, &c. and who before He came into England 
was counted the richeſt Prince of the Empire, Maſte 
of a powerful Army, and of a large Revenue, witk 
God | pb how many Silver Mines, to talk, th 
ſurely no Man will gr«dze to maintain His Child, and 
His Child's Children, is ſuch a Meaneſs and Abſurd 
ty, that this alone is ſufficient to prove the Speec 
to be not genuine, but a ſpurious Brat of ſome officy 
ous, ignorant, blundering Miniſter, who knows ne 
_ longing to his Office, or to the Dignity of hy 

rince. 

Here I leave the Speech, becauſe what remains 
only Words of Courſe, Profeſſions and Exhortation 
made for Ornament and Shew ; which, like Eſcufs 
cheons upon a Hearſe, make a handſome Appearancg 
but are to be removed aſſoon as the Undertaker hath 


diſpatched his Buſineſs. 
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